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“Without John Williams,
bikes don’t really fly, nor
do brooms in Quidditch
matches, nor do men
in red capes.There is no
Force, dinosaurs do not
walk the Earth, we do not
wonder, we do not weep,
we do not believe.”

The duo who
changed films
forever

“The ability to be
unguarded enough
to make the mistakes
you need to make, not
compete with each other,
not try to impress each
other, just have fun with
it, and that unbuttoned
trust is the essential
thing, I think that if its
there, in the chemistry of
the personalities, a lot of
fun can be had working
together.”

Gary Philo

John Williams

Stephen Spielberg
Often referred to as
Hollywood’s greatest
collaboration, Stephen
Spielberg and John
Williams have worked on
an astonishing 27 movies
together over a 43 year
period. Between them
they have almost 70 Oscar
nominations.
The clip to the left shows how
closely the pair collaborated
and respected each other.
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So much so, that Spielberg
‘tweaked the final edit of the
film [E.T] to fit the music,
flipping the usual status
quo for a film’s director and
composer.”
Williams, in an interview
for the LA Times in 2012,
described their relationship
as being, “the result of
a lot of very compatible
dissimilarities,” and I suppose
that essentially is what makes

a great partnership. Working
with someone with a different
skillset, viewpoint or aptitude
to yourself.
The two would go on to work
on the most diverse sections
of pop culture including,
Schindler’s List, War Horse
and Tin Tin to name a few.
They are now so intrinsically
linked, both personally and
with the viewing public, that
people expect great things.
Spielberg has evolved in the

way he prepares movies and
described himself as directing
specifically “with Johnny in
mind”.
This pairing really strikes me
as one where power is not
held by one part but as a
whole. Williams describes it
as ‘unbuttoned trust’ where
the pair feel comfortable in
making mistakes, discourse
and of course, ‘having fun’.
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